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It Worked for Me: In Life and Leadership
AUTHOR: Colin Powell FACILITATOR: Anthony Mejia, MMC
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WHERE: City of La Quinta
La Quinta City Hall, Study Sessions Room
78495 Calle Tampico 
La Quinta, CA 92253

ABOUT THE 
BOOK

Colin Powell, one of America’s most admired public figures, reveals the unique lessons that shaped his 
life and career

It Worked for Me is a collection of lessons and personal anecdotes that shaped four star-general and 
former Secretary of State Colin Powell’s legendary career in public service. At its heart are Powell’s 
“Thirteen Rules,”—notes he accumulated on his desk that served as the basis for the leadership 
presentations he delivered throughout the world.

Powell’s short-but-sweet rules such as “Get mad, then get over it” and “Share credit,” are illuminated 
by revealing personal stories that introduce and expand on his principles for effective leadership: 
conviction, hard work, and above all, respect for others. In work and life, Powell writes, “It is the human 
gesture that counts.”

A compelling storyteller, Powell shares parables both humorous and solemn that offer wise advice on 
succeeding in the workplace and beyond. “Trust your people,” he councils as he delegates 
presidential briefing responsibilities to two junior aides. “Do your best--someone is watching,” he 
advises those just starting out, recalling his own teenage summer job shipping cases of soda. Powell 
combines the insight he gained serving in the top ranks of the military and in four presidential 
administrations, as well as the lessons learned from his hardscrabble upbringing in the Bronx and his 
training in the ROTC. The result is a powerful portrait of a leader who was reflective, self-effacing, and 
grateful for the contributions of every employee, no matter how junior.

Powell’s writing--straightforward, accessible, and often very funny--will inspire, move, and surprise 
readers. Thoughtful and revealing, his book is a brilliant and original blueprint for leadership.

ABOUT THE 
FACILITATOR

Anthony J. Mejia is a Master Municipal Clerk and experienced Athenian Dialogue facilitator with more 
than 20 years of municipal leadership experience. He currently serves as City Clerk for the City of Palm 
Desert, where he leads elections, governance, public engagement, and organizational culture 
initiatives.

Anthony is a former President of the City Clerks Association of California and has held numerous 
statewide leadership roles supporting professional development, education, and innovation within the 
clerk community. He has facilitated trainings across California on leadership, ethics, communication, 
transparency, and effective governance.

A strong admirer of General Colin Powell’s leadership philosophy, Anthony has facilitated multiple 
Athenian Dialogues, including "It Worked for Me" by Colin Powell, "The Art of Tough" by Barbara Boxer, 
"Year of Yes" by Shonda Rhimes, and Simon Sinek’s "Start with Why" and "Find Your Why." His approach 
emphasizes reflection, shared experience, and the transformational leadership that clerks bring to 
public service.

FEE $150.00 for CMCA Members l $250 for Non-CMCA Members

POINTS Attendees are eligible for three (3) CMC/MMC points on completion of an assessment once 
approved by the IIMC.

Cancellations are subject to the 
CMCA Attendee Cancellation Policy

Presents An
Athenian Leadership 
Dialogue
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